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forests. Then comes the bale balean, the pavilion for the bodies " not
yet in heaven, no longer on this earth "; the whole topped by the number
of roofs or " heavens " (tumpang) allotted to the family by caste. These
are symbolical of the celestial world (swah).

High priests become merged at death with the sun, and their crema-
tion bier takes the form of a padmasana, a throne for the sun-god. The
wadah or bade and the padmasana are, like the stone t/andis, the ancient
burial monuments of kings, the modern temple gates and stone sun-
thrones, symbols of the three worlds (tribhuwana) that constitute the
Balinese universe: the upper, intermediate, and lower worlds.

C. The great serpent, the naga banda, used at cremations of the de-
scendants of the Dewa Agung, the highest aristocracy in the land> is shot
and " killed " by the priest to serve as a vehicle for the royal soul in its
flight into heaven. The naga banda ceremony commemorates the legend
of the strife between the ruling class and the Brahmanic priests (see
page 55), when the Dewa Agung's life was saved by a priest who killed
a serpent about to crush him.

In Den Pasar we had occasion to witness the great cremation of the
old king of Djerokuta, killed in the mass suicide of 1906. His body was
burned then, hurriedly and almost without ceremony, together with
other victims of the war, and it was not until the i2th of February 1934,
twenty-eight years later, that his descendants could afford to hold a great
ceremonial cremation befitting his rank. He was entitled to use the
serpent by a special decree of the Dewa Agung, and the town was aroused
because for over thirty years the event of a naga banda had not taken
place in Den Pasar. The cremation rites were performed through an
effigy, but there were well over a hundred corpses burned on that after-
noon because other relatives of the Radja and many of his former sub-
jects joined in the cremation to accompany their prince.

The naga banda itself consisted of a long rope bound in green cloth
with an elaborate head of carved and painted wood and with a great
mane of lalang grass. It measured one hundred yards, although I was
told that according to regulations it should have been 1,600 depa (a depa
is about one yard). The naga banda is made alive by a pedanda bodda,
and a pedanda siwa. kills it, in a sort of battle of wits between the magic
of the two sects, but in Den Pasar the ceremony had not taken place for
a decade and the older priests were afraid to attempt it. The formulas
employed for this are the most difficult tongue-twisters and they claimed
that the slightest mistake would result in the death of the priest himself.
Nobody would undertake it except the young but mystic pedanda Cede